Correspondence

Figure 2. Predation on the foam nest depicted in Fig. 1 by an adult Platemys platycephala the following morning. A) close-up showing
Physalaemus ephippifer larvae (indicated by white arrow) and foam attached to the head of P. platycephala during feeding; B) Total

view, approximately ten minutes after beginning of observation.

predation on foam nests in general. Moreover, it is the first
report of a South American chelid actively feeding in a ter-
restrial habitat. This is peculiar insofar, as previous stud-
ies on the buccopharyngeal mucosa of turtles showed that
aquatic species, such as the closely related Acanthochelys
pallidipectoris have smaller and less movable tongues than
more terrestrial turtles and tortoises (BEISSER et al. 1995),
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impeding their feeding outside their aquatic environments
(WINOKUR 1988). Like other chelid turtles, P. platycephala
are typical suction feeders. This feeding mode basically ne-
cessitates water to properly ingest food. Terrestrial feeding
in P. platycephala is therefore likely to be bio-mechanical-
ly complex and restricted to less mobile or stationary prey
items, such as foam nests.
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