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Figure 4. Oedipina kasios (UF 156500, Montaña de la Sierra, 
Parque Nacional Montaña de Yoro) (A); Mesic ravine surrounded 
by recently burned pine-oak forest, Montaña de la Sierra, Parque 
Nacional Montaña de Yoro, 1920 m elevation (B). 

in a recently identified divergent clade (subgenus Oeditri-
ton) within Oedipina (McCranie et al. 2008, Sunyer et al. 
2010). This species occurs from 950–1780 m a.s.l. and has 
been found in the same logs as Nototriton lignicola (Mc-
Cranie et al. 2008). On 25 September 2008, we collected 
a single specimen of O. kasios (UF 156500; Fig. 4A) in a 
small mesic ravine on Montaña de la Sierra (14.94896° N, 
87.05611° W; Figs. 1.5, 4B), 1920 m a.s.l., in Lower Montane 
Moist Forest on the southeastern side of Parque Nacional 
Montaña de Yoro in northern Depto. Francisco Morazán. 
This area of Parque Nacional Montaña de Yoro is typified 
by regularly burned pine-oak forest with an open grassy 
understory interrupted by deep, narrow seepage ravines 
that support dense mesic vegetation (Fig. 4B), and appar-
ently provide refuge for species like O. kasios during fire 
events. The Critically Endangered amphibians Bolitoglossa 
cataguana and Plectrohyla guatemalensis were also collect-
ed within and along the outer margins of this and similar 
ravines.  

Both Bolitoglossa oresbia and Nototriton limnospectator 
have the relatively good fortune of now being found with-
in the boundaries of Parque Nacional Cerro Azul Meám-
bar, which is among the best managed cloud forest pro-
tected areas in Honduras, thanks largely to the activities of 
the non-governmental organization Aldea Global and the 
Honduran National Institute of Conservation, Protected 
Areas, and Wildlife (ICF). Along with strong management, 
the rugged and, in some cases, nearly impenetrable topo
graphy of this collection of mountains (Fig. 2B) provides a 
relatively secure refuge for montane forest inhabitants like 
salamanders. In sharp contrast to Parque Nacional Cerro 

Azul Meámbar, the nearby cloud forest of Parque Nacional 
Montaña de Yoro is among the most endangered patches 
of montane forest in Honduras. Despite the efforts of park 
management and the community leaders in the munici-
pality of Marale, deforestation on nearly all sides of this 
large mountain has reached and, in many places, passed 
the 1800 m elevation lower boundary of the nuclear zone 
of the park. Parque Nacional Montaña de Yoro is one of 
the geographically largest yet biologically least-known ar-
eas of mesic forest above 2000 m a.s.l. in Honduras. Both, 
N. lignicola and Oedipina kasios were found in proximity 
to human disturbance at localities on opposite sides of the 
nuclear zone. Despite the continued upward expansion of 
rural agriculture, a relatively large expanse of intact mon-
tane forest remains, as does the opportunity to explore and 
catalog the biodiversity of this isolated refuge.
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