SALAMANDRA 49(1) | 56-58 | 30 April 2013

ISSN 0036-3375

Correspondence

Rhachidelus brazili (Squamata: Serpentes):
first records from Paraguay and
clarification of the correct spelling of the generic name

Paur SMITH 2, NORMAN ScOTT?, PIER CACCIALI? & KARINA ATKINSON 2

Y Fauna Paraguay, Encarnacién, Paraguay

? Para La Tierra, Reserva Natural Laguna Blanca, Santa Rosa del Aguaray. San Pedro, Paraguay
» Research Associate, Smithsonian Institution, P.O. Box 307, Creston, California, 93432, USA

Corresponding author: PAUL SMITH, e-mail: faunaparaguay@gmail.com

Manuscript received: 27. December 2012

Rhachidelus brazili BOULENGER, 1908 is a rarely-record-
ed pseudoboine snake in a monotypic genus. It is a large,
robust snake unique amongst pseudoboines in having as
many as 25 scale rows at mid-body. The vertebral scales are
enlarged in comparison to other dorsal scales (CEI 1993)
and the tail is 18-23% of the total length (GIRAUDO 2002).
Little is known about the biology of the species, but it ap-
pears to be associated with Cerrado and Atlantic Forest
habitats (MORATO pers. comm. in GIRAUDO 2002). New
specimens from Mato Grosso State, Brazil, reported by Ar-
RUDA et al. (2011) extended the distribution northward into
a zone of Cerrado/Amazonian transition.

There has been a tendency in the recent literature to
spell the generic name “Rachidelus” (SCROCCHI & MON-
GUILLOT 1992, CEI 1993, FERNANDES & PAssos 2002, GI-
RAUDO 2002). The misspelling appeared as early as in
[HERING (1911: 509) although it was later corrected in the
same paper (IHERING 1911: 532). CEI (1993) made this error
and repeated it throughout the synonymy, including the
original citation of BOULENGER (1908). The generic name
was, however, spelt correctly in the index. The error was
again repeated by GIRAUDO (2002), once more incorrectly
crediting BOULENGER (1908) with the name “Rachidelus”.
The original and correct name spelling is Rhachidelus bra-
zili BOULENGER, 1908.

Rhachidelus brazili is known from only two specimens
in Argentina (Fig. 1): Provincia Misiones, Santa Ana (Mu-
seo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales: MACN 1256), and
Provincia Cérdoba, Tulumba (Fundacién Miguel Lillo:
FML 2320; SCROCCHI & MONGUILLOT 1992). GIRAUDO
(2002) commented that the presence of the species in Pro-
vincia Cérdoba, some 1000 km from the other Argentine
localities, required further investigation given the major

range extension that it implied, and G. ScroccHi (in litt. to
NS, 2011) confirmed that the location given was “in error”

The Brazilian distribution (Fig. 1) of the species was sum-
marized by ARRUDA et al (2011) encompassing the states
of Distrito Federal (NOGUEIRA 2001, FRANGA & ARAUJO
2007, FRANGA et al. 2008), Goids (FRANGA & ARAUJO 2007,
VALDUJO et al. 2009, MOREIRA et al. 2009), Mato Grosso
(ARRUDA et al 2011), Mato Grosso do Sul (AMARAL 1978),
Minas Gerais (SILVEIRA 2004), Paranda (MOURA-LEITE et
al. 1996), Rio Grande do Sul (LEMA 1994), Sdo Paulo (Bou-
LENGER 1908, L1ZASO 1984, SAWAYA et al. 2008), and To-
cantins (FERNANDES & PASSOS 2002).

The species was not listed by SERIE (1915), BERTONI
(1914, 1939), SCHOUTEN (1931), TALBOT (1979) or CACCIA-
LI (2009) in their respective reviews of the herpetofauna
of Paraguay, although its presence close to the Paraguayan
border in Brazil and Argentina meant that its occurrence
in this country was probable. MOTTE et al. (2009) included
this species in their conservation status assessment of the
Paraguayan herpetofauna, but without providing specific
specimen or locality data. Here we report on the first con-
firmed specimens of this species from Paraguay.

During a review of Paraguayan specimens in the Brit-
ish Museum, NS found a specimen of R. brazili (BM
1960.1.2.98) (Fig. 2), collected on 8 October 1959 in a house
in Colonia Primavera, Departamento San Pedro (24°30’ S,
56°41° W). Colonia Primavera was located in a habitat with
a complex mixture of wet Chaco and semi-deciduous for-
est.

On 30 October 2010, fieldworkers from the Para La
Tierra Research Station at the Reserva Natural Laguna
Blanca, Departamento San Pedro, found a second speci-
men 10 km W of the reserve dead on the road to Santa
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Figure 1. Map of the known distribution (circles) of Rhachidelus brazili (based in part on ARRUDA et al. 2011) including the new
Paraguayan localities (triangles). 1) San Pedro, near Santa Rosa (CZPLT 069); 2) Primavera (BM 1960.1.2.98). The erroneous locality

in Tucuman, Argentina is not mapped.

Rosa del Aguaray (23°49'20.6” S, 56°27'50.57 W), in an
area of agriculture punctuated by islands of Atlantic For-
est (Fig. 1). The specimen is deposited in the Para La Tierra
collection, Laguna Blanca, San Pedro (CZPLT 069). Imag-
es are stored in the Fauna Paraguay (2011) photo database
(FPREP 490-496). The specimen was glossy black dorsally
except for the pale white supralabials, and white ventral-
ly, becoming darker to black posteriorly. CZPLT o069 is a
male of 91.5 cm total length (73.7 cm snout-vent length),
and the tail represents 19.5% of its total length. Scale counts
are as follows: mid-dorsal scale rows 25, ventrals 187 (range
178-183, n = 2; GIRAUDO 2002), and subcaudals 72, the first
16 being entire (range 66-71, first 18—20 entire, n = 2; GI-
RAUDO 2002).

Specimens BM 1960.1.2.98 and CZPLT 069 represent
the first documented records of this species in Paraguay
and extend the species’ known range within the Cerrado/
Paranaense ecoregion and into the Paraguay River drain-
age. The species might reasonably be assumed to be present
in suitable habitats in other areas in Paraguay, too, forming
a more or less continuous distribution between its known
Brazilian and Argentine ranges, or the San Pedro popu-
lations may be isolated from Atlantic Forest populations

Figure 2. Preserved Paraguayan specimen of Rhachidelus brazili
(BM 1960.1.2.98). Photograph by NS.
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some 200 km to the east. MOTTE et al. (2009) consider this
species to be critically endangered in Paraguay, but given
the limited sampling undertaken in the country it is prob-
ably just under-recorded.
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